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Hinneapolis, ¥innssgotla,
February 18th, 1815.

¥r. Gutzon Borglum,

Hew York City,

New York.

: By dear ¥r, Borglumss I am writing you on a subject
entirely apart from the matter ol talking here about which
we have been corresponding. I might say in passing, how-
ever, that a half Cormedsgroup o citlsense headed by
several diferent occmmittees is a hard thing to shape Into
anything definite, and the time was short, 8c that we
sould net apsomplish anytihing, But your pname is In mind
and 1t 1g cuite peoesible that something delinite carn be
arranged for next seuson. N '

I am writing you in regurd to our desire 0T sone
seulptural work from your hand in connection with a Ceurt
House in Stoux Tity, Iowa, Cor which we are Aescclate '
Architects with ¥r, ¥illiem L. EBteele of that city.

 Our 1des hers is to make the soulpture an integral.
part of the setual sonsfruction rather than something eet
~upor a pedeetal in “ront of 1t or near it.  Thie plece
_¢” geulpture with its settirg will be practically the only
errictrent o the building. Tte wass, which 1s 150 x 150
_and three stories. tall, has beer kept juat as clean and

orisp as possible, and & very direct and Tunstional ex-—

preszion of the sotual requirerents o the bullding le -
maintained in the deslgn. Qut of the senier of the =

Prilding proper mounts a itower-like wase which agaln exprese~

;,ag~?§£§a9tlg}ﬁ@?iﬁiﬁa funetions 60 a prastisal nature which
~ ecoupy the space. ‘ : I

: ¥r. Eimelie, who 1e hot in Sioux Oity at work on
the desizn writee as followst- B R D

. *You might write to Borglum indicating what we and
Bill Steele have in mind anent a greal terra coita Clgure
about elever feet high developed in and on the wall ~-
 head probably in full rellef, ets.
__rdch ir terra cotta and mesale in old zold, dull blue,
 gream, etc. Schnelder ard he would have to aollaberate.

Background, rich, rich,
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Ancther scheme o a group on the slide above.
« the mincr porta’, about tweniy-Cive per cent larger
than ™ull man size in lower relie?, similar in
baggr Gumi treatnent.

Hain flgure very aruhltﬁctufai.%rd Tornal - Hbgﬁ N —
ne Justitia for us. Let him ﬁre%f of the group, but
i should be more in the ratuva G a prosesslioenal, %e have
aboutl twerty leel (o z¢ and some in.

The bniiaiﬁg ls no gzreat shakes but we cun dazzle
cur Irilendly oritics by a greut blending ol architecture
and seulpture that will vield at least a ciep in advance.
 Soryy that the Humanite has to be winged. = Ik secued

negessary to get a spreades fﬁlz @uaeaﬁe about 16 x 16, =
;inalu&in haax.*@unu , :

: Get an idea of the cost of models 17 he can do @ﬁ‘at
the presert writing. Try the %ig_?af cut and see 17 he

would come ir and help us and y $1d aawsﬁhiﬁg xﬁm his
zartila sval.

, Te are ! arrulatira all tbis for ap crﬁval; Whiwh
ireludes a vri E ¢ kx*1¢1ﬂ~ abiove afjive Joot granite base.
B1ll thirks 1% osr se jvet as desired. Tisk you were here
to hala mefi%ﬁﬁé me ., i ” CoaT \

, %@ii‘ you sso 1 save ys& ﬁhé whaiﬁ letter, garaﬁna&~
itlee and #ll, just as 1{ came to me. Thera _are two
- schewes in mind etill somewhat indelinite. chndlder who
1e referred to 1g ur arshltestural seulptor whﬁ has done
all o7 the wgr% ol Ur. Louis Sullivan ard oursslves lor
_ twentv-rTive years. He ig one of the muet: facile m@a@llers‘
in this country and the only one who has an uﬁﬁ@f%t&ﬁéiﬂ;
_of what we are trying to uﬁ.‘ ”ﬁu #will see some ol his

_®worx in the sopy ol the Veste A&%ﬁii&ut whizh I sent
“wou some dave ago. : e :

A 1ittle later, c;'aﬁh?a@, @a‘aauié'ﬁa able to g

zive
?u@ ‘a very delinlte conount ¢ (he deslign o ths enirance
sz it stands.  The design 1s jaﬁt beling Cinished and made

rgaﬁy ~or arshitesiural perepeative rerdering.

¥ell, you ecc the only way in which we would be able
te get this In and ve able to ssptrel it would be to
the cost of the sculptural workx, bouth the Jee ©f t%a
~ soulptor and the cust of making the terra cotia, a lump
gum allowance within the contract grica, anu %h&i i% t%

‘“‘ﬁadscn we are writing you.




ng

It is -
venture o« i @k @Y
give you at the o 4otlmey but .
ATBWOT VOUr queTlos as ther oasur Lo yiu,. G cuures,
An s werk o this xind we lace the procviem of making
the arcunt o monev to be eXpended apear tv take s
Teagonable relalion to the c.el o the real needs o
the city for which the bullding has been built, and just
what that awount of money woulc come to be gan posslibly
only be determined by “urther conelderation :

There ie hardly ar irstarae in thie gountry whare

aet hee Jde’initelv destlded te omit all the

ral Poolishrers 'r favor of a Tine and sipgri-i-
stural staterent acngertrated at ar e” eantive . =
his Bilidis w0 that there has bear very ittile : =
Tor the real we ’ .

“irg together 6 drohitecture

and soulpture, The nearest we have come to i1t in any
1

o

~elgrificant serse iz a wils preparation on the part of
the arahitect for a looality for a sculptor 1o set his
FOTY or have a reascnably suitable bagkgreund Tor 1t,

Here iz a case where we oul out all the ailly
earved column caps, all the vards and varde of foclish
gornices and braskets and "egge and darte", ard try to
get the public to believe that an equal eunm spent in

Teomething eigri~icant is not an extravu-ance. The
trouble is that people are used to paying Por all thie
unnessarary carving ané ite post gots burled in Gereral
Conetruction amcunte sc that the waete does not really
anpear on the surans . Lol “

#r.  teele, however, carriss g good desl of welpght

In 8loux City, has landed thig ccmwisei n in the lace

6 a zreat deal o sorgetition; and Jes glvern a figure

that he counsalentivuely bvelleves bears a reasgrable
- re¢lation to the entire oost ot the building, Ro = :

feeme 1o think he will have no dif~iculty in putting it o
rough.  Well, now, ask your guestlions amd let usg : L
ee 17 we cannct make gomething intsresting out or this.

The law compele the coumpletion o the documents in
the various stages o eketch, working drawinge ready for
bide, and complete details at sertain epecified times,
80 that we really have no fime to lose.




Horglum

Fauruary

¥Ye will be glad to hear Trom you st an

Youras very cordially, :
PIMOCFLL ard FLEELIE, Architeat
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